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SCOUTS - RIVER RANGES DISTRICT 
Statement by Member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale  

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [12.27 pm]:  I will continue with the scout theme.  As the 
members for Victoria Park and Riverton said, the scouts celebrate their centenary this year.  The founding 
member, Lord Robert Baden-Powell, started the scouts in 1907.  He was a 50-year-old retired British army 
general when he founded the scouts and his revolutionary ideas inspired thousands of young people from all 
parts of society to get involved in activities that most had never contemplated. 

The first scout camp was held in 1907 at Brownsea Island in England.  In the world there are 28 million 
registered cub scouts, boy scouts and rover scouts and 10 million brownie scouts, girl guides and ranger scouts 
from 216 countries around the world. 

This year my local scout club, Byford Scouts, celebrated its 70th anniversary on the weekend of 28 and 29 April.  
Members will notice that I am wearing a centenary scarf, one with a toggle, which is one of 100 made to 
celebrate 100 years of scouting.  It was presented to me by Philip Friend, the District Commissioner of River 
Ranges District on Saturday, the night we celebrated the 70th anniversary at the Byford recreation centre.  The 
function was attended by over 80 people. 

I thank Christine Gossage, the group leader, for organising the night and all the parents who helped out to make 
it a great night.  It was great to have scout leaders from years gone by tell stories of their time as leaders in the 
scouts. 

Members will know what an important role scouts play in our community.  Our young people are taught skills 
development and team leadership.  Members should remember the scout motto, “Always be prepared”. 
 


